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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1050} 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1050) for the relief of Hisako Hanabata, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That Hisako Hanabata, who lost United States citizenship under the provisions 
of section 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, may be naturalized 
by taking prior to one year after the effective date of this Act, before any court 
referred to in subsection (a) of section 301 of the Nationatity Act of 1940, as 
amended, or before any diplomatic or consular officer of the United States abroad, 
the oaths prescribed by section 335 of the said Act. From and after naturaliza- 
tion under this Act, the said Hisako Hanabata shall have the same citizenship 
status as that which existed immediately prior to its loss. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to enable Hisako Hanabata, 
a native-born citizen of the United States, to regain her United States 
citizenship which was lost by voting in a political election in Japan. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 
The beneficiary of the bill was born in Los Angeles, Calif., on June 


23, 1919. She went to Japan with her mother in 1929 and returned 
to the United States in 1936. She again went to Japan in 1937 where 
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she was married and had a child who is now 13 years of age. She lost 
her United States citizenship by voting in a Japanese political election 
on June 2, 1946. However her child, who was born in 1938, is a citizen 
of the United States. She is presently engaged to Pvt. Charles V. 
Scott, a citizen of the United States. Private Scott was wounded in 
Korea in 1950 and is a patient at the Madigan General Hospital, Fort 
Lewis, Wash. The bill as originally introduced provided for Hisako 
Hanabata’s admission as a fiancée of Private Scott. However, since 
she was a native-born citizen of the United States, the committee is of 
the opinion that her status should be adjusted by giving her an op- 
portunity to regain her United States citizenship. 

A letter dated December 28, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 


DECEMBER 28, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1050) for the relief of Hisako 
Hanabata, an alien. 

The bill would provide that the provisions of the immigration laws relating 
to the exclusion of aliens inadmissible because of race shall not apply to Hisako 
Hanabata, the Japanese fiancée of Pvt. Charles V. Scott and that she shall be 
eligible for a visa as a nonimmigrant visitor for a period of 3 months provided 
that the administrative authorities find that she is coming to the United States 
with a bona fide intention of being married to Private Scott, and that she is 
found otherwise admissible under the immigration laws. It would also provide 
that in the event the marriage between the parties does not occur within 3 
months after her entry, she shall be required to depart from the United States 
and upon failure to do so shall be deported in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 19 and 20 of the Immigration Act of February 5, 1917 (U.S. C., title 8, 
secs. 155 and 156). It would further provide that in the event that the marriage 
between the parties takes place within the prescribed period, the Attorney 
General is directed to record the lawful admission for permanent residence of 
Hisako Hanabata as of the date of her entry into the United States upon payment 
© the required visa fee and head tax. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Hanabata, a person of the Japanese race, was born in Los 
Angeles, Calif., of Japanese parents on June 23, 1919, and that she resided in the 
United States until June 14, 1929, when she departed for Japan with her mother. 
She remained in Japan until her return to the United States in April 1936. She 
again departed for Japan in February 1937, where she was married to a Japanese 
soldier and has one child, now 13 years of age, of this marriage. Her husband has 
not been heard of since 1944. It is believed he was captured by the Russians. 
However, there is no evidence supporting this belief nor is there documentary 
evidence of the termination of the marriage. Mrs. Hanabata supports herself and 
child by working as a barmaid and apparently receives funds from Private Scott, 
her fiancée. The record shows that Mrs. Hanabata lost her status as a citizen of 
the United States in accordance with the provisions of section 401 (e) of the Na- 
tionality Act of 1940 as a result of having voted in the Japanese political elections 
of June 2, 1946. However, her child who was born on August 23, 1938, is con- 
sidered to be a citizen of the United States under the provisions of section 1993, 
United States Revised Statutes, as amended by the act of May 24, 1934 (48 Stat. 
797: 8 U.S. C. 6). Mrs. Hanabata has sisters and other relatives residing in the 
United States. 

Private Scott, a citizen of the United States, was born in Kittitas County, Wash., 
on May 21, 1921. He served in the Armed Forces of the United States during 
World War II and apparently reentered the military service in 1948, and has 
served in Japan and Korea. He was wounded in Korea on October 13, 1950, and 
was returned to the Madigan General Hospital, Fort Lewis, Wash., where he is 
still a patient. It was during his service in Japan that he met Mrs, Hanabata. 
The record indicates that Private Scott was convicted of burglary and taking an 
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automobile without the owner’s permission in 1939 and was sentenced to an in- 
determinate term in the Washington State Reformatory. He was paroled on 
September 25, 1940, and finally discharged on August 8, 1942. He was convicted 
of vagrancy in 1943 and 1947 and also was convicted in 1946 for illegally selling 
liquor. 

There is a certificate of record witnessed by the United States vice consul in 
Kobe, Japan, certifying that Private Scott and Mrs. Hanabata were married on 
April 16, 1951, by proxy. While the marriage may have been performed in 
accordance with the laws of Japan, it nevertheless cannot be recognized under the 
immigration laws of the United States (sec. 28 (n) Immigration Act of 1924 (43 
Stat. 169; 8 U. S. C. 224)). She therefore, is not eligible for the benefits of 
Public Law 6, Eighty-second Congress, as she cannot be deemed the “spouse’’ of 
Private Scott. 

Mrs. Hanabata, being of the Japanese race, and having lost her status as a 
ditizen of the United States, and not being eligible for the benefits of Public 
Law 6, Eighty-second Congress, is racially ineligible for citizenship under the 
provisions of section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940 and is therefore inadmis- 
sible to the United States for permanent residence under the provisions of section 
13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924. In the absence of special legislation, she 
will be unable to join her fiancé in the United States. 

Whether under the circumstances in this case the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. DevitT VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Warren G. Magnuson, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Mapican Army HospI!tat, 
Tacoma, Wash., April 17, 1951. 
Hon, Senator WarREN G. MAGNnusSoN, 
. United States Senate. 

Dear Str: I have just received your letter dated April 10, 1951. I am very 
pleased about the bill S. 1050 which you have introduced on behalf of my fiancée, 
Hisako Hanabata. 

The information you request is as follows: 

1. Hisako Hanabata will be married to Pvt. Charles V. Scott immediately 
upon entering the United States. Her transportation by steamship is to be paid 
by Pvt. Charles V. Scott. Her permanent place of residence is to be 608 Twenty- 
second Avenue, Seattle, Wash. 

2. The present activities of Hisako Hanabata are dressmaking and reading 
and writing for other Japanese girls who are unable to read or write the American 
language. 

3. Hisako Hanabata at present is earning her living by making dresses and 
aprons and putting them up for sale. She also receives check every month from 
Pvt. Charles V. Scott. 

4. Miss Hisako Hanabata to the best of my knowledge has never done anything 
political or otherwise that would bring disgrace upon the Government of the 
United States. I have sincere trust that Miss Hanabata will be a loyal and 
trustworthy American citizen. 

5. Miss Hisako Hanabata has never been convicted of any offense under any 
Federal or State law. 

This information above is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Hoping that this information is enough to get S. 1050 acted upon favorably, 
I remain, 

Sincerely, 
Pvt. Cuaruges V. Scort. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1050), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





